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Antarctica penguin tourists – DIGITAL CONTENT

Status report on Snow Hill M/V Kapitan Khlebnikov 

November 17, 2009

4 Miles SW of Snow Hill Island

Status Details

Vessel: M/V Kapitan Khlebnikov

Exodus Travels has advised that the icebreaker Kapitan Khlebnikov (operated by sister company Quark Expeditions) is making some progress in its return to port in Ushuaia, Argentina following improved weather conditions.  

The delay in its return, originally scheduled for November 16, 2009, is due to poor weather conditions including heavy pack ice in the Weddell Sea which restricted the vessel’s ability to manoeuvre effectively.  The ship is now able to navigate the ice and is expected to be in open waters within the next 12 - 20 hours.  Exodus will continue to monitor progress and updates related to the estimated time of arrival in port and disembarkation details will be provided as details become available. 

All 101 passengers, 23 staff and 60 crew aboard remain safe and comfortable and continue to enjoy the top quality hospitality, entertainment and enriching educational programme that Exodus polar expedition guests have come to expect on these journeys.  The improving weather has now enabled the transport of passengers and staff via helicopter to the Emperor Penguin Rookery on Snow Hill Island, the highlight of the voyage.  


· View video footage of Snow Hill and the Emperor Penguin Rookery here
Rob Dixon of Exodus, who’s in touch with the Khlebnikov by satellite phone stated:

“They’re definitely going to be delayed returning to Ushuaia, but life on board is pretty civilised. It’s great news that all the passengers have now been able to visit Snow Hill Island. We’re working on rebooking and rescheduling to take account of a later arrival back in Argentina.” 

Among those on board are Big Cat Diary TV presenter Jonathan Scott, Exodus wildlife guide and photographer Paul Goldstein and a BBC crew filming The Frozen Planet, a future documentary about the beauty and awe the region provides.  

Paul Goldstein, who leads the Exodus polar expedition, has long been a fan of the unpredictable but fascinating nature of Antarctic exploration,

“Yesterday all of our passengers reached the incredible Emperor Penguin rookery at Snow Hill Island, the principle reason for their voyage. The Kapitan Khlebnikov is the only ship in the world able to navigate to this amazing bird colony. I have just enjoyed a fine breakfast with some of the expedition passengers, still thrilled about their adventures over the past few days. They are safe, a little frustrated that ice and weather conditions have delayed their return, but all philosophical about their late arrival into Ushuaia.  This is an expedition, it’s a voyage - taking a trip to Snow Hill is the purest most amazing wildlife experience you can get in the world.  It really shows you how powerful nature and its landscape can be.” 

· Listen to Paul Goldstein’s podcast about Snow Hill and travelling in Antarctica
To facilitate the changes in schedule, Exodus Travels is proactively working with agents and transportation companies to co-ordinate alternate flight and travel plans for the passengers currently onboard.

Exodus offers the 14-day Emperor Penguin Safari at prices from £12,140.  

For more information, visit www.exodus.co.uk or call 0845 863 9601
Contact:

	Rob Dixon

Marketing Manager

020 8772 3915
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	Ben Roseveare

Sales & Marketing Director

020 8772 3709
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Notes to Editors:

Of the 101 passengers, 23 staff and 60 crew aboard, nationalities comprise:

	58
	Russia (crew)
	3
	Italy

	51
	United Kingdom
	3
	New Zealand

	13
	USA
	2
	Ireland

	8
	Austria
	1
	Moldova

	7
	France
	1
	Thailand

	7
	Canada
	1
	Argentina

	7
	Netherlands
	1
	Denmark

	5
	Germany
	1
	China

	5
	Ukraine
	1
	Sweden

	4
	Mexico
	1
	Norway

	4
	Australia
	
	


About Exodus
With more than 35 years of experience, leading adventure tour operator Exodus has a huge range of adventure and active holidays to seven continents with places as diverse as Kilimanjaro, Machu Picchu, the Ice Hotel and Antarctica. 

Whether it is singles, couples, groups or families, Exodus offers an incredible choice of different trips for all ages.

Operating in 90 countries with over 450 tours, Exodus insists on low impact tourism and increasingly looks to bring benefit to local communities.

Activities on offer include walking, trekking, cycling, mountain biking, rafting, kayaking, caving, cross country skiing, snowshoeing and dogsledding as well as many, many more…
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