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INFORMATION UPDATE

Update Number 5
Status report: Kapitan Khlebnikov – open water now in sight
November 19, 2009, 19.15 GMT
[image: image1.jpg]



Status Details - Vessel: I/B Kapitan Khlebnikov

Exodus Travels reports that following the improved weather conditions that have allowed the icebreaker Kapitan Khlebnikov to break free from the pack ice in the Weddell Sea, open water is now in sight. 

Ben Roseveare, Sales & Marketing Director reported in the last hour ‘Great news at last. We’ve heard from the team onboard that the Khlebnikov is making 4 knots through the final stretch of pack ice. Open water is in view four miles away and the wind is now in a helpful direction.’  The vessels course will zigzag towards the open water as they navigate past heavy ice floes and tabular icebergs. He also reported that ‘All passengers are out on the bow taking in the spectacular scenery.’
Next page…

The highlight of this particular expedition was the opportunity to visit the emperor penguin rookery on Snow Hill Island. 

Paul Goldstein, the Exodus Guide onboard has been providing regular updates from the radio room of the Khlebnikov.

This morning Paul described the last 24 hours onboard…

‘A day of reflection, but still a day of rest and a day of wonder as hard drives, laptops and memory mainframes are filled to capacity with the extraordinary polar alchemy of the last few days. Everyone has their own special cameo but perhaps the series of re-unions between itinerant mothers and chicks were the most touching of all. Memories like this are well beyond the maxims of megapixels and celluloid and as someone put it at recap this evening, after describing a precious, priceless, perfect penguin vignette: 'the best moment in my whole life'.’
All 101 passengers, 23 staff and 60 crew aboard remain safe and comfortable and continue to enjoy the high quality hospitality, entertainment and educational programming that is offered on all Quark voyages and expeditions. 

They are currently expected back into port in Ushuaia on the 22nd November. To facilitate the changes in schedule, Exodus and Quark are proactively working with agents and transportation companies to co-ordinate alternate flight and travel plans for the passengers currently onboard.  
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