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Exodus Travels Shortlisted for 13 Awards
at the British Travel Awards 2011

[bookmark: _GoBack]Exodus, the leading UK adventure tour operator, has been named by the British Travel Awards as one of the shortlisted contenders for no less than 13 of the prestigious 2011 awards, more than any of its competitors, including the following:
· Best Specialist Special Interest/Activity Tour Operator
· Best Specialist Safari, Wildlife & Nature Tour Operator
· Best Travel and Tourism iPhone/Smart Phone App

Winners of four awards in the British Travel Awards 2010 – Small Package Holiday Company of the Year; Best Tour Operator to the Middle East; Best Tour Operator to North Africa; Environmentally and Socially Responsible Small Tour Operator – Exodus has more than 36 years of experience and operates more than 400 tours in 90 countries and in seven continents.

2011 saw a series of firsts for Exodus. In March 2011, a group went on the augural tour of a pioneering new wildlife trip to Sierra Leone, ‘Discover Sierra Leone’; Exodus piloted a new ski marathon trip in March 2011, the Engadine Ski Marathon, which will be introduced as part of a series of Ski Racing itineraries for the 2011/2012 ski season; Exodus added two new volunteer trips to the beautiful Zambia and Morocco in 2011so that clients can get directly involved in more Responsible Tourism Projects; and they will re-launch a trip to Burma, ‘Discover Burma’ in November 2011, following the lift of Tourism Concern’s boycott. Exodus was also proud to launch its first iPhone app in late 2010 with great success.  

With tours as diverse as Kilimanjaro, Machu Picchu, Masai Mara, the Ice Hotel and Antarctica, Exodus offers an incredible choice of different trips for singles, couples, groups and families alike but at the same time, insists on low impact tourism and increasingly looks to bring benefit to local communities. Activities on offer include walking, trekking, cycling, mountain biking, rafting, kayaking, caving, cross country skiing, snowshoeing and dogsledding as well as many many more.

Pete Burrell, Managing Director of Exodus Travels said: “We are delighted to be shortlisted for these categories in this year’s British Travel Awards and are grateful for the continuing support we receive from our clients and the travel trade.  Each year we listen to our customers’ feedback, improve and add more itineraries, and discover more destinations, and with even more choice and diversity this year, we are confident that 2011 will be another exciting year for Exodus at the awards ceremony in November.” 

BTA’s chief executive Lorraine Barnes Burton said: “The British Travel Awards are widely considered to be the “Oscars” of the travel industry!  It’s the largest awards programme in the UK created to reward travel companies and the winning accolade is the benchmark for excellence when it comes to finding out who really is the best in the business of travel for the UK consumer.” 
Companies were nominated by travel industry professionals and a selection of the previous year’s consumer voters, and the shortlisted companies now go to the consumer voting stage. In 2010 over 120,000 votes were cast with the results scrutinized and audited by Deloitte LLP.  The winners of the 2011 British Travel Awards will be announced at a glittering ceremony on 2 November at the Battersea Evolution in Battersea Park, London.

If you would like to vote for Exodus for 2011, please visit the British Travel Awards 2011 voting page

www.britishtravelawards.com

Press Information
For more information please contact Natalie Amos or Lois Kettlewell at Four Communications on 0870 626 3141. 
Email: exodus@fourcommunications.com 

For further British Travel Awards media information contact
Jane Richards
T: 07711 101493
E: Jane@britishtravelawards.com

Or
Sophie Toyer
T: 0871 472 0881
sophie@britishtravelawards.com



NOTES TO EDITORS
The British Travel Awards is the largest awards programme in the UK, created to reward the best companies in travel. Recognised by consumers and travel professionals throughout the UK, The British Travel Awards are widely referred to as the ‘Oscars’ of the travel industry and are easily the most recognisable of all travel industry accolades among consumer and industry professionals alike. With categories spanning 100 types of holiday experience – transport, destination, cruise, customer service, holiday extras, and accommodation – The British Travel Awards is quite simply the benchmark for excellence when it comes to finding out who really is the best in the business. The 2011 British Travel Awards will take place at a Gala Dinner on 2 November at Battersea Evolution in Battersea park, London SW11 4NJ.
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