[image: image3.jpg]



 Wildlife through a Lens

Help Save the Bengal Tiger with Exodus
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Photographic safaris trips to India, Kenya, Antarctica and Sri Lanka from £1,599 including flights, 17 days accommodation, expert photographers and most meals

Support ‘Worth More Alive’ with slideshow from award-winning photographer Paul Goldstein at The Kensington Hotel, London, 22 April at 19:00

Photographic trips are far more that ‘ticking off the big five’. For real photographers, it is all about capturing the ‘perfect shot’ - waking up at dawn to catch leopards at sunrise when the lighting is best or perched on the edge of a zodiac in Arctic waters ready for the polar cubs to appear. Exodus, one of the UK’s leading provider of photographic trips, runs six itineraries a year to six different destinations and boasts a team of photographic experts that include award-winning photographer Paul Goldstein and field-leading tutors such as TV presenter Chris Packham. 
Goldstein says: “Last year I guided over 250 clients on photographic holidays all over the world, spending days – sometimes all day - and weeks waiting for 'that moment'. These photographic hard yards are what the sport is about and why it is so satisfying when you succeed”. 

“An Exodus photographic trip takes customers to the heart of the world’s wildlife with people who are passionate about their surroundings and the best at what they do. Whether it is the majestic Bengal tiger in India, a 4,000 strong penguin rookery in Antarctica, or a cheetah cub in the Masai Mara, I can guarantee that with Exodus, you have the best chance of getting a shot you will be truly proud of.”

Chances to catch wildlife on film in their natural habitat are however, increasingly rare with more and more species becoming endangered. One animal at risk is the stunning Bengal Tiger. At the turn of the last century, there were an estimated 45,000 tigers living wild in India's forests and now, some claim that in five years there will be none left at all. Exodus’ Paul Goldstein is leading a campaign ‘Worth More Alive’ to raise awareness and much-needed funds for the Bengal Tiger and if you book an Exodus photographic safari to India, you have the chance to make a difference too. 
India: Land of the tiger - from £1,599 for 17 days, including flights from London, departing 15 October 2010. 

Tigers are what this trip is all about and Exodus hosts a 17 day safari across three of Northern India’s most fabled wildlife parks; Ranthambore, Kanha and Bandhavgarh offering priceless encounters with these stunning creatures. The parks contain sambar, chital, monkeys, deer, wild boar, leopard and of course, the infamous Bengal Tiger. With eleven game drives included and more optional ones, the chances of seeing the magnificent Bengal tiger - from either an open top canter (truck), a sweeping view over grasslands from a hilltop fort in Bandhavgarh, or the Kipling-esque landscapes of Kanha - are greatly increased. The itinerary also includes visits to ancient forts, temples and villages close to Ranthambore, the old and new towns of Delhi and a journey to the Taj Mahal.

Exodus is a huge advocate of responsible travel and aim to show the population of Bandhavgarh in Madya Pardesh the direct benefits of protecting the tigers of this region. Local projects are vital for the survival of the tiger and Exodus work in the Bandhavgarh region has included rebuilding a local school, installing clean water towers and funding a much-needed ambulance for the local hospital.

Some of Exodus’ other photographic trips include:

Spectacular Spitzbergen - from £3,590 for 11 days, excluding flights, Next departure date 24 July 2010.

Sail to 80 degrees north, beyond the Arctic Circle and around the island of Spitzbergen, where snow-draped mountains rise high above the pack ice. This year, Paul Goldstein will lead two special photographic departures in search of the perfect polar bear sighting.  
Circle Quest from £4765 for 15 days, not including flights, from London departing 26 February 2011

Led by Paul Goldstein this voyage will navigate below the Antarctic Circle to icy wildernesses rarely witnessed. By this time of year the sea has warmed comparatively, attracting legions of krill which then seduce the squadrons of Humpacks, Minkes and sometimes Orcas. It is possible to see and photograph whales in many areas of the world, but seldom with lumps of cobalt blue ice the size of St Paul’s Cathedral as shimmering backdrops.

Kenyan migration, photographic safari - from £3,499 for nine days, including flights from London, departing 16 September 2010.

The migration wildlife on the Kenyan plain make this safari a classic and great for keen photographers. To catch the best of Kenya with an expert, join one of Goldstein’s 14-hour game drives. Travellers need to be prepared for early starts and long days but the rewards will be worth it. Highlights include breathtaking views of zebra and wildebeest across acacia spotted plains amongst the backdrop of the Rift Valley and the rolling savannah of the Masai Mara, home to the annual migration of countless zebra and wildebeest.
Whales and Leopards of Sri Lanka - from £1,669 for 10 days including flights from London. Next departure is 18 February 2011.

Photograph the extraordinary phenomenon of the huge Blue and Sperm Whales arriving in numbers just off the south coast from a privately chartered boat. And if you fancy another wildlife hit, the trip goes to Yala, which has one of the highest concentrations of leopards in the world - literally unmissable. 
For more information or to book these photographic safaris call 0845 863 9601 or visit www.exodus.co.uk.

Press Information

For more information or to discuss a trip, please contact Natalie Amos or Lois Kettlewell at Four Communications on 0870 626 3141. Email: exodus@fourcommunications.com
About Exodus 

With more than 35 years of experience, leading adventure tour operator Exodus now has a huge range of adventure and active holidays to seven continents with places as diverse as Kilimanjaro, Machu Picchu, the Ice Hotel and Antarctica. 
Whether it is singles, couples, groups or families, Exodus offers an incredible choice of different trips for all ages.

Operating in 90 countries with over 400 tours, Exodus insists on low impact tourism and increasingly looks to bring benefit to local communities.

Activities on offer include walking, trekking, cycling, mountain biking, rafting, kayaking, caving, cross country skiing, snowshoeing and dogsledding as well as many many more…

Exodus was recently awarded a maximum score of 3-stars by Investor in Customers (IIC), after an in-depth independent review of the business. IIC are service standard experts who offer awards to companies for customer service excellence.

About Paul Goldstein

Paul Goldstein is an award-winning photographer, guide,  writer and presenter who’s worked in the travel industry for 25 years and travelled in all seven continents. He has been lecturing around the country for many years on his trips, showing magnificent photos of his journeys. Every penny he earns from his images goes to two charities in Kenya and India. 
Paul’s ‘Worth More Alive’ campaign aims to highlight the dwindling number of tigers due to poaching in Indian National Parks. Paul Goldstein will also be running the London Marathon in a 11ft-high Bengal tiger costume to raise awareness of the tiger’s plight. 
Show your support for the Bengal Tiger and visit Paul Goldstein’s presentation at the The Kensington Hotel in London on the 22 April 2010. Goldstein will be leading a talk on the Bengal Tiger and his campaign ‘Worth More Alive’ as well as presenting some of his own stunning photography with award-winning Travel Writer, Chris Haslam. For more information visit http://www.exodus.co.uk/news/2010/02/worth-even-more-alive
