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Sights, Camera, Action – Winter trips with Exodus
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· 11 NEW trips for 2011/2012 including two NEW ‘Ski Racing’ itineraries 
· PLUS, Exodus’ toughest snowshoeing trip yet and NEW trips in Sicily and the Czech Republic
Looking forward to the dark days and grey skies of winter? Hibernating indoors with microwavable meals, thick socks and snow up to the windows? You will be if you have an action-packed, ice adventure to look forward to next season! 
We’re into July but there is no need to put your holiday plans on ice until next year.  Discover holidays on ice with Exodus’ new Winter Activities Brochure for 2011/2012, featuring 68 pages of winter holiday ideas, and you could spend winter snowshoeing in Austria, cross-country skiing in Norway or commanding your own team of Alaskan or Siberian Huskies in Slovakia.  
Building on the huge success of the Engadine Ski Marathon trip, piloted in March 2011 and which sold out in record time, Exodus has introduced two new ‘Ski Racing’ itineraries, from £1,249 including flights. The Birkebeiner Ski Race and Konig Luwig Lauf, along with the Engadine Ski Marathon, will form part of the ‘WorldLoppet’ series - an international sports federation of cross-country skiing marathons - and cater for ski enthusiasts looking for a different type of challenge on their holiday. 
2011 saw the largest overall growth in popularity for dogsledding trips of all the winter activities on offer, so in response to demand, Exodus has introduced a new ‘Finnish Dogsledding Adventure’ trip from £1,999 including flights and most meals. Competitively priced and seven days in length, this trip aims to attract clients seeking softer adventure but who want to spend longer than a weekend in Finland. 
Exodus has also added two more eight-day cross-country trips, one in Nordseter, Norway and one in Chamonix, France. A market leader in cross-country skiing trips, the 2011/2012 winter season will see Exodus introduce its most challenging snowshoeing trip to date, Snowshoeing in the Nevache Valley from £1,079 including flights. An eight-day trip that takes travellers to a largely undiscovered region in the Alps, across tough mountainous terrain and along high ridges, it is a hugely rewarding trip with stunning panoramic views as far as Chamonix, the Cerces range and the Ecrins National Park.
Chloe Knott, Exodus’ Winter Activities Programme Manager says: “For me nothing rivals the mountains in winter. 2011 saw me tackle my first cross-country ski marathon – an amazing and unique experience that we are delighted to include in the brochure for winter 2011/2012. Along with the ski racing trips, we are introducing new countries, a broader range of trips for both new skiers and hardcore snowshoe walkers. We hope you will join us this season to discover the endless adventure opportunities that this unique environment has to offer”.
Here is a selection of Exodus’ new trips from the Winter Activities brochure 2011/2012:
Birkebeiner Ski Marathon: From £1,449 for six days, including flights and most meals to experience one of the oldest and most popular races on the WorldLoppet calendar. A six day trip that includes four days of competitive ski racing, this is a trip that presents a different challenge for ski enthusiasts. A 54km classic technique race between Rena and Lillehammer, Norwegian Birkebeiner celebrates the heroic journey of the Birkebeiner skiers to save the heir to the throne in 1206. As a result, all competitors must carry a backpack weighing at least 3.5kg - to represent the infant king. Travellers stay in friendly accommodation conveniently located in Nordseter, with easy access to trails leading down to the famous Birkebeiner loipe. Practice and tuition will be given to ensure the best possible experience on race day.
Czech Republic Winter Activity Week: From £849 for eight days including flights and most meals. Next departures are 21 January, 11 February and 18 February 2012. A brand new location for Exodus’ clients to enjoy winter activities including down-hill skiing, cross-country skiing, dog sledding and snowsnoeing, this winter itinerary explores the Krkonose or 'Giant' Mountains that lie in the north of the Czech Republic, on the border of Poland and has played host to winter sports for more than 100 years. Rated ‘moderate’ so suitable for winter enthusiasts of all levels, Exodus will take clients on the ultimate snow adventure as well as having a day to relax and discover the vibrant city of Prague.
Mount Etna Snowshoeing Long Weekend: From £649 for eight days snowshoeing on Europe’s highest volcano, including flights and all meals. Next departure dates are
31 December 2011, 20 January, 3 February and 9 March 2012.
Despite being located on the Mediterranean island of Sicily, Mt Etna receives deep winter snows down to 1,800m and below. Suitable for snowshoe enthusiasts but of moderate level, so accessible to more beginners, this unique weekend trip will see travellers snowshoeing over snow-covered lava flows with an expert local guide. Then, after exploring the Southern side of 'Pista Altomontana', a circular path around Mt Etna, walkers will stay overnight in a comfortable mountain refuge before making their way up to the Bove Valley, one of the four craters that make up the top of this volcano. On the last evening travellers are rewarded with a celebratory dinner in the Catania's city centre, listed as a UNESCO World Heritage site, thanks to its impressive lava-built Baroque buildings.
For more information or to book, visit www.exodus.co.uk or call 0845 863 9601.
To view the full brochure online, visit http://www.flippingtravelbrochures.com/Winter_Activities/
Ends 

Press Information
For more information or to discuss a trip, please contact Natalie Amos or Lois Kettlewell at Four Communications on 0870 626 3141. Email: exodus@fourcommunications.com 

Exodus communities:

Website: www.exodus.co.uk
Facebook – www.facebook.com/exodustravels 

Twitter – www.twitter.com/ExodusTravels 

Youtube – www.youtube.com/Exodustravels 

Flickr – www.flickr.com/people/exodus-travels 

Social Media Releases - smr.fourcommunications.com/category/exodus/ 

About Exodus 

With more than 35 years of experience, leading adventure tour operator Exodus now has a huge range of adventure and active holidays to seven continents with places as diverse as Kilimanjaro, Machu Picchu, the Ice Hotel and Antarctica. 

Whether it is singles, couples, groups or families, Exodus offers an incredible choice of different trips for all ages.

Operating in 90 countries with over 400 tours, Exodus insists on low impact tourism and increasingly looks to bring benefit to local communities.

Activities on offer include walking, trekking, cycling, mountain biking, rafting, kayaking, caving, cross country skiing, snowshoeing and dogsledding as well as many many more…

Do you have an iPhone, iPad or iPod touch? Then download the new Exodus App for free from iTunes or from the App Store.
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